United Kingdom Cancer Research Campaign approach to quality-of-life research in cancer clinical trials.
Clinical trials of new anticancer therapies form an important part of the research activity of the Cancer Research Campaign (United Kingdom), and quality-of-life (QOL) end points are being increasingly used in the evaluation of new treatment approaches. The Campaign has a unique policy of supporting a broad range of scientific and clinical research, including psychosocial studies, and thus QOL research is generated in a variety of clinical settings. The focus of interest for the Cancer Research Campaign lies in QOL design and assessment rather than the routine application of QOL protocols. Clinical investigators are free to adopt in individual approach, but the Campaign operates a strict peer-review system in protocol assessment. Some standardization of approach is being achieved through consensus of opinion and wide collaboration, both nationally and internationally.